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or so ago, an evangelical blogger I follow told me that he was "looking forward" to Paul Ryan's speech at a Republican
convention-eve worship meeting. Like many evangelicals, he made his political allegiances clear during the past election cycle,
and he had every reason to expect Paul Ryan to offer remarks full of praise for a president who, according to Ryan, has ended

the era of big government. But there are some clear differences between the two men that may lead to conflict. Namely, in
addition to Paul Ryan's general concurrence with the Reagan/Trump message, he is an unapologetic opponent of abortion. Last
night's worship leader promised to follow the Ten Commandments and to "honor God's design for family." That's the language
of evangelicals; we've come to expect it and I've come to accept it as the only way to describe the kind of Christianity that Paul
Ryan would subscribe to. But just a couple of weeks ago, in a different context, we had a news report that said that Ryan had
urged House Democrats to keep working with President Obama. I've found myself trying to defend Ryan's neutrality on that

point, which I think is more than a little disconcerting. Yesterday I asked a friend if the decision to endorse both Barack Obama
and Paul Ryan as the Republican Party's candidates for president in 2012 was hard to do. "If you do it," he replied, "you're

supporting a candidate who supports gay rights, and you're supporting a candidate who is against abortion. This is a choice that
you have to make." That's the same friend who told me I was "liberal 82157476af
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